
 

 

Ukraine Symposium Reading Packet  

Books on Ukraine  
 
Conflict in Ukraine: The Unwinding of the Post--Cold War Order (2015) 
By Rajan Menon, Eugene Rumer   
Review in Foreign Affairs: 
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/reviews/2015-08-13/conflict-ukraine-unwinding-post-cold-war-o
rder  
Summary of Review: 
“Menon and Rumer leave no doubt about the boundaries Russia crossed in seizing Crimea and 
fueling the war in eastern Ukraine, but they do not settle for the common one-dimensional 
explanation that attributes Russian actions to President Vladimir Putin’s alleged imperial 
fantasies. Instead, they step back for a wider view, looking at Ukraine’s evolution since 
independence; examining U.S., EU, and Russian policy before and during the crisis; and 
considering the long-term implications of the crisis for both Russia and Ukraine... The modest 
length of the book and its crisp prose complement the efficiency and restraint of the analysis.” 

The Conflict in Ukraine: What Everyone Needs To Know (2015)  
By Serhy Yekelchyk  
https://global.oup.com/ushe/product/the-conflict-in-ukraine-9780190237288?cc=us&lang=en&  
PDF of Book: http://shron1.chtyvo.org.ua/Yekelchyk_Serhii/THE_CONFLICT_IN_UKRAINE.pdf  
Summary: This book offers a retelling of Ukrainian history up until the events of 2014. Divided 
into mini chapters that pose questions and then answer them, it is a great source for obtaining 
background and context on the topic. Dr. Serhy Yekelchyk is a professor of "History and 
Germanic & Slavic Studies" at the University of Victoria. He researches Ukrainian history from 
the mid-1800s to present, and he looks at the "social and political history of the Stalin period." 
He wrote about political rituals during the Stalinist period and the Russia-Ukraine conflict. Dr. 
Yekelchyk has participated in numerous talks about Ukraine and Russia in Georgia, Canada, 
Texas, Germany, and Ukraine. 
 
Culture Matters in Russia- and Everywhere: Backdrop for the Russia-Ukraine Conflict 
(2016)  
By Lawrence Harrison 
https://www.amazon.com/Culture-Matters-Russia-Everywhere-Russia-Ukraine/dp/1498503527/r
ef=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1530226432&sr=1-4&keywords=ukraine+conflict  
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Blurb from Amazon: This book pulls together experts in the fields of economics and Russian 
culture, all participants in the Samuel P. Huntington Memorial Symposium on Culture, Cultural 
Change and Economic Development, a follow-up to the 1999 Cultural Values and Human 
Progress Symposium at Harvard University. As the sequel to the 2001 volume Culture Matters, it 
discusses modernization, democratization, economic, and political reforms in Russia and asserts 
that these reforms can happen through the reframing of cultural values, attitudes, and 
institutions.  
 
The Ukraine Conflict: Security, Identity and Politics in the Wider Europe (2017) 
By Derek Averre and Kataryna Wolczuk 
https://www.amazon.com/Ukraine-Conflict-Security-Routledge-Europe-Asia/dp/1138047430/ref
=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1530227180&sr=1-3&keywords=ukraine+conflict  
Blurb from Amazon: It is not hyperbole to suggest that the foundations of post-cold war security 
in Europe have been badly damaged by the conflict in Ukraine since 2014. Russia’s annexation 
of Crimea and intervention in eastern Ukraine appear to have created a ‘simmering’ conflict, 
which may take years to resolve and have profound consequences for the European security 
environment. This volume explores the various political, economic and social aspects of these 
profound changes and their wider significance for Europe, bringing together contributions by 
scholars from across the continent and in various disciplinary fields to offer an authoritative, 
in-depth examination of the complex causes of the Ukraine crisis and the consequences for 
Ukrainian statehood, Ukraine’s relations with Russia, Russia’s own domestic governance and 
Russia’s relations with Europe.  
 
 
 
Ukraine in Conflict: An Analytical Chronicle (2017) 
By David R. Marples  
https://www.amazon.com/Ukraine-Conflict-Analytical-Chronicle-IR/dp/1910814296/ref=sr_1_5
?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1530227180&sr=1-5&keywords=ukraine+conflict  
Blurb from Amazon: Through a series of articles written between 2013 and 2017, this book 
examines Ukraine during its period of conflict – from the protests and uprising of Euromaidan, 
to the Russian annexation of Crimea and the outbreak of war in Ukraine’s two eastern provinces 
Donetsk and Luhansk. It also looks at Ukraine’s response to Russian incursions in the form of 
Decommunisation – the removal of Lenin statues, Communist symbols, and the imposition of the 
so-called Memory Laws of the spring of 2015. The book places these events in the context of the 
1991 collapse of the Soviet Union, and Ukraine’s geostrategic location between Russia and the 
European Union. It seeks to provide answers to questions that are too often mired in propaganda 
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and invective and to assess whether the road Ukraine has taken is likely to end in success or 
failure. 
 
Crisis: What It Means for the West (2014) 
By Andrew Wilson  
https://www.amazon.com/Ukraine-Crisis-What-Means-West/dp/0300211597/ref=pd_sim_14_2?
_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0300211597&pd_rd_r=GY4TKZZF3WG6RHJYZVBF&pd_rd_w=
0Axbp&pd_rd_wg=oLPJW&psc=1&refRID=GY4TKZZF3WG6RHJYZVBF  
Blurb from Amazon: The aftereffects of the February 2014 Uprising in Ukraine are still 
reverberating around the world. The consequences of the popular rebellion and Russian 
President Putin’s attempt to strangle it remain uncertain. In this book, Andrew Wilson combines 
a spellbinding, on-the-scene account of the Kiev Uprising with a deeply informed analysis of 
what precipitated the events, what has developed in subsequent months, and why the story is far 
from over. 
 
Think Tank Reports on Ukraine: 
 
“CFR Backgrounder: Ukraine in Crisis” (2014) 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/ukraine-crisis  
 
Russia and the West After the Ukrainian Crisis, RAND 
By F. Stephen Larrabee, Stephanie Pezard, Andrew Radin, Nathan Chandler, Keith Crane, 
Thomas S. Szayna (Rand Corporation) 
https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RR1300/RR1305/RAND_RR130
5.pdf 
 
A Pivotal Time for Ukraine: The U.S. Should Redouble Its Support 
By Luke Coffey and Daniel Kochis (Heritage Foundation) 
https://www.heritage.org/europe/report/pivotal-time-ukraine-the-us-should-redouble-its-support 
 
 
Ukraine: Addressing the Separatist Challenge, Chatham House 
By Volodymyr Dubovyk 
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/field/field_document/20140627UkraineSeparatistChalle
nge.pdf 
 
Guiding Principles for a Sustainable U.S. Policy Toward Russia, Ukraine, and Eurasia: 
Key Judgments From a Joint Task Force  
By Eugene Rumer,  Richard Sokolsky, Andrew S. Weiss (Carnegie Endowment) 
https://carnegieendowment.org/2017/02/09/guiding-principles-for-sustainable-u.s.-policy-toward
-russia-ukraine-and-eurasia-key-judgments-from-joint-task-force-pub-67893 
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Kremlin Aggression in Ukraine: The Price Tag, Atlantic Council 
By Anders Aslund 
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/publications/reports/kremlin-aggression-in-ukraine-the-price-tag 
 
An Invasion by Any Other Name: The Kremlin’s Dirty War in Ukraine, Institute of 
Modern Russia 
By James Miller, Pierre Vaux, Catherine A. Fitzpatrick, and Michael Weiss (The Institute of Modern 
Russia) 
http://www.interpretermag.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/IMR_Invasion_By_Any_Other_Name.pdf 
 
Lessons from Russia’s Operations in Crimea and Eastern Ukraine, RAND 
By Michael Kofman, Katya Migacheva, Brian Nichiporuk, Andrew Radin, Olesya Tkacheva, Jenny 
Oberholtzer 
https://www.rand.org/content/dam/rand/pubs/research_reports/RR1400/RR1498/RAND_RR149
8.pdf 
 
Ukraine: Political and Economic Lessons From Democratic Transitions, CFR 
By Andrew Wilson (Council on Foreign Relations) 
https://www.cfr.org/expert-brief/ukraine 
 
We Are Afraid of Silence: Protecting Civilians in the Donbass Region, Center for Civilians in 
Conflict 
By Adrian Bonenberger, with assistance from Marina Sorokina, Andrey Sotnikov, Lyudmila 
Yankina, and Natalie Gryvniak 
https://civiliansinconflict.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/CIVIC_Report_Ukraine_November_2
016.pdf 
 
Rebuilding Economic and Political Stability in Ukraine, CFR 
Report by the Greenberg Center for Geoeconomic Studies 
https://www.cfr.org/report/rebuilding-economic-and-political-stability-ukraine 
 
Religion and Violence in Russia, CSIS  
By Olga Oliker 
https://www.csis.org/analysis/religion-and-violence-russia 
 
Restoring Equilibrium: US Policy Options for Countering and Engaging Russia 
An Interview with Sergey Aleksashenko, Pavel Baev, Michael O’Hanlon, Steven Pifer, Alina 
Polyakova, Angela Stent, Strobe Talbott, and Thomas Wright 
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/fp_201802_russia_restoring_equilibriu
m.pdf  
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Russia and the Separatists in Eastern Ukraine, International Crisis Group 
http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/56b843194.pdf 
 
Russia and the Security of Europe, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
By Eugene Rumer 
https://carnegieendowment.org/2016/06/30/russia-and-security-of-europe-pub-63990 
 
Russia, Ukraine, and U.S. Policy Options: A Briefing Memo  
By Jeffrey Mankoff and Andrew Kuchins, CSIS 
https://www.csis.org/analysis/russia-ukraine-and-us-policy-options 
 
Ukraine’s Internally Displaced Persons Hold a Key to Peace, Atlantic Council 
By Lauren Van Metre, Steven E. Steiner, and Melinda Haring 
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/publications/issue-briefs/ukraine-s-internally-displaced-persons-h
old-a-key-to-peace 
 
 
The Kremlin’s Irregular Army Ukrainian Separatist Order of Battle  
By Franklin Holcomb Institute for the Study of War 
http://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/ISW%20Separatist%20ORBAT%20Holcom
b%202017_Final.pdf 
 
Articles: 
 
“Ukraine’s Orange Revolution” (2005) 
By Adrian Karatnycky 
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russia-fsu/2005-03-01/ukraines-orange-revolution 

 
Summary: Detailed and extensive article that covers corruption in Ukraine from its independence to the 
Orange Revolution. It presents the development of the power dynamics among Ukraine’s oligarchs during 
the early post-Soviet years and links them to the widespread electoral fraud of 2004. Written immediately 
after the revolution, the author offers some predictions of the future for the country. While this analysis is 
a bit dated, it provides information on how the world viewed Ukraine and its challenges in 2004.  
 
“Ukraine’s Orange Revolution Referendum” (2010) 
By Jeffrey Mankoff 
https://www.cfr.org/expert-brief/ukraines-orange-revolution-referendum 
Summary: This article offers an analysis of the Orange Revolution in the context of the first presidential 
elections since then. Jeffrey Mankoff says that the economic downturn that Ukraine has experienced has 
caused a significant decline in support for the Orange Revolution, as corruption has remained and 
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promises an improvement in living standards have not come to fruition. These developments have 
provided an opening for Yanukovych to win the election fairly, as his platform is pro-business and offers 
regions more autonomy, a sharp contrast from Tymoshenko’s populist policies that are similar to the ones 
Yushchenko has advocated for since his 2005 victory.  
  
“Ukraine: Stepping Closer to Europe”  
By Yakiv Smolii, the Governor of the National Bank of Ukraine  
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/05/16/ukraine-is-about-to-make-another-crucial-step-toward-europe.html 
Summary: This article is from the Governor of the National Bank of Ukraine and it is about 
Ukraine’s economic reforms. The Governor paints a rosy picture for Ukraine: He explains how 
“In the 1990s when Ukraine was struggling to tackle the Soviet legacy, set its economy on 
market rails and control capital outflows, highly restrictive rules on foreign currency 
transactions made sense. Today they are out of place and are holding back growth,” how 
Ukraine will eventually join the EU, and how Ukraine is a hub for start-ups. 
 
“Russia’s Cyber War in Ukraine” (2017) 
By Andy Greenberg 
https://www.wired.com/story/russian-hackers-attack-ukraine/ 
Summary: This article is by Andy Greenberg and it looks at Russian cyberattacks against 
Ukrainian infrastructure. The article chronicles one cybersecurity researcher’s experiences with 
Russian cyberattacks. Oleksii Yasinsky described his experiences during the attacks and how he 
believes Ukraine is a testing ground for cyber capabilities that already threaten American 
infrastructure. The article tries to bring to light the issues surrounding this emerging weapon. 
 
“Ambassador Kurt Volker: How to Achieve Peace in Ukraine” (2018) 
Interview by: Dave Majumdar 
http://nationalinterest.org/feature/amb-kurt-volker-how-achieve-peace-ukraine-24668 
Summary: The article summarizes Amb. Volker’s comments at an event held by the National 
Interest. Volker says that in order for there to be peace in Ukraine, Russia needs to withdraw 
troops and support and allow a UN peacekeeping force to establish itself in Eastern Ukraine, in 
exchange for some sanctions relief. With the area stabilized, the citizens of the formerly 
Russian-occupied regions will be granted special status while referendums and elections are 
held to address the concerns of locals. Afterwards, a complete integration back into Ukraine 
should occur. Volker made these comments in February 2018.  
 
“Marie Yovanovitch: Courage to Move Forward” (2018) 
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Op-Ed by Ambassador Marie Yovanovitch 
https://ua.usembassy.gov/op-ed-ambassador-marie-yovanovitch-courage-move-forward/ 
Summary: This oped by Marie Yovanovitch, the US Ambassador to Ukraine, describes the 
progress and challenges that Ukraine faces. She explains that the most important challenge to 
Ukraine is corruption, and that Ukraine has made a large effort in reducing corruption, but that 
supporters of anti-corruption efforts are “targeted by elements of Old Ukraine.” She claims that 
the only way for Ukraine to continue to grow economically is for Ukraine to redouble its effort to 
join Europe, and a precondition to joining other democratic European nations is to root out 
corruption. 
 
“Why Putin Took Crimea” (2016) 
By Daniel Treisman 
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/ukraine/2016-04-18/why-putin-took-crimea 
Summary: Three plausible interpretations of Putin's move have emerged: “The first- call it 
‘Putin as defender’ -is that the Crimean operation was a response to the threat of nato's further 
expansion along Russia's western border. By this logic, Putin seized the peninsula to prevent two 
dangerous possibilities: first, that Ukraine's new government might join nato, and second, that 
Kiev might evict Russia's Black Sea Fleet from its longstanding base in Sevastopol. A second 
interpretation-call it ‘Putin as imperialist’-casts the annexation of Crimea as part of a Russian 
project to gradually recapture the former territories of the Soviet Union. Putin never accepted 
the loss of Russian prestige that followed the end of the Cold War… and he is determined to 
restore it, in part by expanding Russia's borders. A third explanation-’Putin as 
improviser’-rejects such broader designs and presents the annexation as a hastily conceived 
response to the unforeseen fall of Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych. The occupation and 
annexation of Crimea, in this view, was an impulsive decision that Putin stumbled into rather 
than the careful move of a strategist with geopolitical ambitions.” Treisman’s own conclusion is 
a mix of all three theories: “Information that has surfaced over the past two years and insights 
from recent interviews in Moscow suggest some important conclusions: Putin's seizure of 
Crimea appears to have been an improvised gambit, developed under pressure, that was 
triggered by the fear of losing Russia's strategically important naval base in Sevastopol.” 
 
“Now You See It, Now You Don't: Rewriting The Ukraine Crisis”  
By Robert Coalson 
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russia-rewriting-crisis/25470202.html 
Summary: This article by Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty describes “a lot of the vanishing 
information [which] concerns whether or not separatist militants and Russian mercenaries in 
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eastern Ukraine possessed the sophisticated Russian-made Buk anti-aircraft system that most 
experts believe brought down the Malaysian plane.” The article explains that numerous 
accounts, including a twitter account for the Donetsk Republic, a Russian news station called 
LifeNews, and the “de facto defense minister of the DNR” had all deleted posts related to 
whether separatists had the Buk system, which is thought to be the weapon used to down flight 
MH17. 
 
“President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko: My Goal is to Defeat Corruption in Ukraine” 
(2018) 
By Petro Poroshenko 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/democracy-post/wp/2018/06/18/my-goal-is-to-defeat-cor
ruption-in-ukraine/?utm_term=.61829743cf17  
Summary: This oped describes his battle with oligarchs to turn Ukraine into a “corruption-free 
E.U. and NATO ally.” He describes various ways he has tried to rid his country of corruption: 
Ukraine now mandates Ukrainian politicians to use an e-declaration system to declare their 
assets, Ukraine instituted a new government procurement (Pro-Zorro) in order to root out 
corruption in government contracts, Ukraine nationalized its biggest bank in order to end 
practices that allowed “$5.5 billion [to be]... laundered.” 
 
“Ukraine Crisis: Why it Matters to the Global Economy” (2014) 
By Mark Thompson and Gregory Wallace 
http://money.cnn.com/2014/03/02/news/economy/ukraine-economy/index.html  
Summary: This article looks at five reasons that the Ukraine conflict is important for the world economy. 
The five reasons are as follows: Ukraine transits 50% of Russian gas to Europe, America is considering 
sanctions against Russia (because this article was written in 2014) at a time when Russia is dependent on 
foreign trade, “Ukraine is one of the world's top exporters of corn and wheat,” Ukraine is in need of 
debt-assistance, and “Ukraine isn't the only fragile emerging market.” 

-  
“Russia’s Nord Stream II Pipeline is Ukraine’s Worst Nightmare” (2018) 
By Ariel Cohen 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/arielcohen/2018/06/18/russias-nord-stream-ii-pipeline-is-ukraines-
worst-nightmare/#37f50cb73524  
Summary: The Nord Stream II Pipeline would deliver oil from Russia to western Europe while 
avoiding Ukraine. If the pipeline is installed, it could deal a substantial blow to Ukraine’s 
revenues, as it receives funds and discounted gas in exchange for transporting Russian oil 
through its territory.  
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“Ukraine Shadow Economy Drops to 31% of GDP” (2018) 
https://financialtribune.com/articles/world-economy/88456/ukraine-shadow-economy-drops-to-3
1-of-gdp  
Summary: Ukraine’s shadow economy, one of the largest in the world, is declining after 
economic development and reforms.  
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