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THE CHILDREN OF YEMEN CANNOT WAIT 

A SET OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Yemen is currently suffering from the worst and most complex humanitarian crisis of today.  

Almost 80 percent of the population is now in dire need of humanitarian assistance. According to 

reporting by UNICEF, children have been the primary victims of the conflict. Thousands of 

civilians, including more than 5,000 children, have died or been injured as a result of the ongoing 

bombing campaign by the Saudi-led coalition against the Houthis. The children are suffering 

from famine that is engulfing the country as the coalition's bombing campaign has blocked 

access to basic human needs like food, water, healthcare and education. While the United States 

has taken steps in recent days to reign in its support of the coalition, these efforts stop short of 

ensuring an end to violence and suffering. A failure to address the urgent needs and protect the 

children of Yemen will not just be a moral stain on the United States and the international 

community but will have long-term, irretrievable consequences for the future.  

 

The United States is in the crosshairs of this war via its support of the coalition forces in Yemen. 

The U.S. now has a moral obligation to address the human suffering the war is taking on the 

children of Yemen. Towards this end, The Women’s Project at the Center on National Security 

at Fordham Law has three recommendations for immediate policy action:    

 

1. The United States must do everything in its power to end the coalition’s bombing 

campaign in Yemen and end its blockade of crucial ports.  

 

2. The United States must ensure that the children of Yemen are provided food, access to 

clean water, healthcare and education.  

 

3. The United States must appoint a lead official to oversee the protection of children in 

Yemen.  

 

 

Since the escalation of the conflict in Yemen in 2015, more than three million children have 

been born into war.1 These children are Yemen’s future and need to be protected from the 

devastating harm of warfare and deprivation. These children can no longer wait. The 

United States needs to take action now. 
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DISCUSSION POINTS:  

 

1. The United States must immediately do everything in its power to end the coalition’s 

bombing campaign in Yemen and end its blockade of crucial ports.  

 

For the children, as for the population at large in Yemen, the first and essential step for 

ending the suffering is an immediate ceasefire. Only when the violence stops can warring 

parties be brought to the table for negotiations and eventual peace talks. This includes ending 

assistance to the coalition of any kind including intelligence, refueling, arms sales and 

logistical assistance for the bombings. The United States’ recent policy shift to stop refueling 

coalition aircraft is one step in the right direction but is not enough. According to the IRC, 

there has been one airstrike every 99 minutes in Yemen for the past three years - putting over 

eight million people at risk of starvation and sixteen million without access to basic 

healthcare. More than half of Yemen’s health care facilities have been destroyed. As an 

extension of the ceasefire, the United States needs to ensure that the coalition ends its 

blockade of crucial ports, allowing international humanitarian aid to reach those who need it 

the most. As long as the airstrikes and blockades continue, civilians and particularly children 

will be unable to access the food and health services they need to survive.   

 

2. The United States must ensure that the children of Yemen are provided with food, 

access to clean water, healthcare and education. 

 

According to reporting by UNICEF, children have been the primary victims of the conflict, 

suffering injuries, malnutrition and mounting death rates. According to UNICEF, a Yemeni 

child dies every ten minutes from entirely preventable war-related causes.2 Starvation is 

being systematically used as a tool of war in the Yemen conflict. More than five million 

children there are now at risk of starving to death as a result of soaring food and fuel prices.3  

Furthering this crisis, the damage and closure of hospitals and schools threaten children’s 

access to education and health services, making them vulnerable to other risks like early 

marriage, forced recruitment and psychological distress. Education in Yemen has 

deteriorated under the war. Thousands of schools have been closed due to the conflict.  Some 

have been taken over by armed groups and used as shelter for those fleeing their homes or 

whose homes have been destroyed.  

 

3. The United States must appoint a lead official to oversee the protection of children of 

Yemen. 

 

There is currently no point person in the U.S. administration or at the federal government 

level responsible for responding to the Yemeni civilian crisis, let alone its children. This 

includes officials at the Pentagon and the State Department, which eliminated the position 

responsible for overseeing civilian casualties and protection in Yemen.4 The United States 

needs to designate an official to oversee family and children issues and to interact as the U.S. 

point person with international humanitarian efforts.  
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